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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH 

1946 


The  Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  of  Ashton-in-Makerfield. 


6th  May,  1947. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  the  seventy-first  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  your  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1946.  Much  of  the  informa- 
tion will  be  familiar  to  you  from  previous  reports  and  the  vital 
statistics  will  be  completed  when  the  figures  have  been  received 
from  the  Registrar-General  and  published  separated. 


Natural  and  Social  conditions  of  the  District. 

The  District  has  an  area  of  6,265  acres  (approx.),  bounded 
on  the  south  and  west  by  Haydock  U.D.C.,  on  the  north-west 
by  Billinge  U.D.C.,  on  the  north  by  Wigan  C.B.,  and  on  the  east 
by  Abram  and  Golborne  U.D.C.s.  Various  changes  consequent 
upon  the  Local  Government  (Boundaries  Commission)  Act  of 
1945  are  to  be  expected.  The  height  above  sea  level  as  shown 
on  the  Ordnance  Survey  varies  from  300  feet  to  110  feet.  The 
greater  portion  of  the  District  lies  over  coal  measures  with  a 
smaller  part  over  new  red  sandstone.  Subsidence  due  to  mining 
operations  is  a long  standing  and  continuing  menace  to  build- 
ings, water  mains  and  sewers.  The  chief  industry  is  mining, 
including  open  cast  working,  with  some  textile  weaving,  and 
there  is  also  a flourishing  lock  and  hinge  manufactory.  A certain 
amount  of  female  labour  finds  work  outside  the  District  in 
artificial  silk  manufacture  or  cotton  spining  and  the  garment 
trade.  The  establishment  of  further  light  industry  is  contem- 
plated in  the  development  of  the  North-Western  Region. 


Vital  Statistics. 

The  population  has  shown  a decline  from  the  Census  of 
1911  when  it  was  21,543,  till  that  of  1931  when  the  figure  was 
20,536.  Thereafter  the  decline  became  rapid  and  in  1945  it  stood 
at  17,530.  It  is  considered  that  the  population  has  now  become 
stationary,  and  that  the  Registrar-General’s  estimate  for  mid- 
1946  will  differ  but  slightly  from  1945  figures. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1946. 
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This  section  will-  be  completed  later. 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

There  are  no  Hospitals  or  Nursing  Homes  in  the  District 
but  adequate  arrangements  for  dealing  with  sickness,  accident 
and  midwifery  cases  are  in  force  with  neighbouring  public  and 
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voluntary  hospitals;  there  has  been  no  change  in  these  arrange- 
ments. There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried 
mothers,  illegitimate  or  homeless  children  in  the  District,  but 
arrangements  for  their  care  are  made  with  voluntary,  charitable 
and  religious  bodies  as  required  on  a financial  basis  agreed  with 
the  County  Council  and  the  bodies  concerned.  Laboratory 
facilities  for  the  examination  of  pathological  and  bacteriological 
specimens  are  available  at  Wigan  Infirmary  and  the  Liverpool 
City  Laboratory,  the  latter  being  used  for  water  analysis.  Home 
nursing  is  provided  by  a voluntary  organisation,  one  nurse  only 
being  available  at  present,  and  this  can  hardly  be  considered 
sufficient  in  view  of  the  scattered  area  and  number  of  the  popula- 
tion. The  ambulance  service  is  adequate.  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  clinics  are  held  weekly  at  the  Baths  Public  Hall  and  a 
Child  Welfare  Centre  is  held  at  Garswood  Mission  Hall  fort- 
nightly in  addition.  There  is  no  Day  Nursery;  it  has  been  closed 
since  31st  March,  1946,  and  negotiations  are  in  progress  for  the 
purchase  of  the  building  and  it  is  hoped  to  transfer  the  Ante- 
natal and  Child  Welfare  Clinics  as  well  as  part  of  the  administra- 
tion to  these  premises  should  the  negotiations  be  successful. 


Sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District. 

Water  supply. — There  have  been  no  new  sources  of  supply 
and  it  is  considered  satisfactory  in  quality — two  bacteriological 
analyses  were  made,  both  satisfactory.  The  quantity  is  suffi- 
cient, the  arrangement  with  Liverpool  Corporation  from  whom 
some  is  purchased  allows  an  increase  in  this  quantity  up  to 
400,000  gallons  per  day  on  notice  (six  months)  being  given. 
The  water  main  has  been  extended  to  supply  the  new  housing 
estate  at  North  Ashton  which  will  eventually  comprise  230 
houses.  The  disturbance  of  the  surface  by  open  cast  mining  has 
caused  the  appearance  of  colloidal  clay  in  the  water  obtained 
from  local  sources  and  in  times  of  heavy  rain  complaints  of 
turbidity  have  been  made.  The  existing  filters  are  not  always 
able  to  clear  the  water  and  representations  have  been  made  to 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  it  is  hoped  that  joint  action  by  the 
Ministry  of  Works,  Ministry  of  Health  and  local  authority  will 
solve  this  problem  shortly. 

Drainage,  sewerage  and  conservancy. — The  greater  part  of 
the  conservancy  of  the  town  is  still  by  pail  closets — 2,700  houses 
are  thus  supplied  and  2,400  houses  are  on  water  carriage  system. 
Pail  closets  should  not  be  tolerated  at  the  present  day;  the  pails 
have  to  be  taken  through  the  streets  to  sites  where  the  contents 
are  mixed  with  ashes  for  disposal,  and  even  with  great  care  the 
system  is  highly  objectionable  and  nuisances  are  very  difficult 
to  avoid.  The  dilapidation  of  the  pails  during  the  war  and  the 
extreme  difficulty  in  getting  repairs  has  been  the  cause  of  many 
complaints  which  could  not  be  rectified.  Representations  have 
been  made  to  the  Regional  Ministry  of  Health  with  a view  to 
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obtaining-  their  assistance  in  releasing  material  and  labour  for 
this  highly  necessary  work.  A small  conversion  scheme  in  the 
Central  Ward  has  been  held  up  although  approved;  this  work 
should  be  pressed  forward.  A general  conversion  to  a water 
carriage  system  for  the  town  would  require  approximately  75,000 
gallons  of  water  daily  and  for  other  requirements  such  as  housing 
and  industrial  developments,  a further  180,000  gallons  would  be 
needed,  making  a total  additional  requirement  of  260,000  gallons 
per  day  to  the  present  consumption.  At  present  100,000  gallons 
are  obtained  from  local  sources  and  the  remainder  from  Liverpool 
Corporation,  who  are  prepared  to  increase  our  supply.  Some 
engineering  construction  and  pumping  plant  would  be  needed  in 
the  District  to  make  this  additional  supply  available.  An  exten- 
sive reconstruction  of  the  drainage  system  is  contemplated  in 
four  stages  and  the  first  stage  has  already  been  approved  and 
work  commenced  on  it  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Infectious  disease,  prevalence  and  control. 

An  important  change  in  the  hospital  accommodation  for 
Infectious  Disease  has  taken  place,  and  since  1st  May,  1946,  all 
such  cases  needing  isolation  and  treatment  in  hospital  have  been 
admitted  to  Astley  Sanatorium,  near  Leigh,  under  arrangements 
with  the  Leigh  Joint  Hospital  Board.  A wider  range  of  cases 
can  lie  admitted  to  Astley  Sanatorium  than  was  possible  in  your 
hospital  at  Bryn.  Ambulance  transport  is  provided  by  the  Joint 
Hospital  Board  and  these  arrangements  are  working  smoothly 
and  efficiently.  The  basis  of  the  agreement  is  the  payment  of  a 
yearly  charge  of  £660  based  on  the  relative  population  of  this 
District  and  that  served  by  the  Joint  Board  as  a whole,  together 
with  a patient-day  charge  of  3s.  3d. — this  latter  charge  is  subject 
to  alteration.  A very  substantial  saving  for  the  town  has  been 
effected  by  these  arrangements  and  the  Infectious  Hospital  at 
Bryn  is  now  on  a care  and  maintenance  basis  and  could  be  opened 
in  emergency. 

Standing  as  it  does  on  the  routes  between  Leigh,  St.  Helens, 
Warrington,  Atherton,  Wigan,  Liverpool  and  Manchester,  infec- 
tious disease  in  any  of  these  towns,  especially  Wigan,  Warrington, 
St.  Helens  and  Leigh,  is  very  likely  to  be  brought  into  this 
District.  Measles  and  whooping  cough  have  been  the  most 
prevalent  diseases  but  their  incidence  has  not  been  heavy. 
Diphtheria  has  been  the  pharyngeal  type  and  none  of  the  cases 
had  been  immunised. 

Diphtheria  antitoxin  and  antimeningococcal  serum  are 
available  for  practitioners  from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Convalescent  measles  serum  has  not  been  used  either  for  treat- 
ment or  prevention. 

Diarrhoea  in  infants  and  chickenpox  are  not  notifiable  in  the 
District,  but  measles  and  whooping  cough  have  been  made  notifi- 
able during  the  whole  of  the  year. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  the  year  1946. 


DEATHS 

1 

1 Non-respiratory 

I ' 

Female 

- 

1 

1 

' 

' 

1 

> 

' 

1 

1 

1 

Male  % | 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

Respiratory 

i 

1 Female  | 

i 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

1 

' 

Male 

i 

T— 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T— ( 

1 

rH 

1 

NEW  CASES 

| Non-respiratory 

i 

Female 

i 

(M 

1 

' 

' 

CO 

' 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

Male 

i 

i 

1 

1 

rH 

' 

[ 

tH 

t—H 

1 

i 

1 

C 

c3 

Female  | 
i 

] 

rH 

T—t 

(M 

rH 

rH 

CO 

1 

i 

1 

1 

:E 

U1 

o 

Ph 

Male 

i 

1 

(M 

1 

1 

tH 

1 

rH 

rH 

l—l 

rH 

Age  period — years 

rH 

© 

LO 

1 

rH 

5—10 

10—15 

15—20 

20—25 

25—35 

35—45 

45—55 

55—65 

65  and  over 

o 


Totals 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (except  TUBERCULOSIS)  FOR  1946 

Total  cases  notified. 


over  65 

1 

1 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

LO 

CO 

lO 

T— 1 

1 

1 

1 

tH 

1 

rH 

CO 

35-45 

1 

1 

rH 

1 

tH 

i 

1 

eg 

LO 

CO 

1 

o 

eg 

rH 

rH 

Tt< 

rH 

T— 1 

1 

rH 

C5 

o 

! 

rH 

tH 

1 

i 

1 

rH 

1 

1 

eg 

!" 1,1 

to 

rH 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

10 

i — 1 

4-5  5-10 

! 1 

00 

CO 

rH 

1 

1 1 

ST  1 9 

1 1 

01  l'  8 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

T* 

CO 

t-H 

05 

rH 

2 

rH 

»H 

CO 

1 10  1 

1 

rH 

i 

2-3 

: 

eg 

1 

CO 

05 

rH 

1 

1 

81 

1-2 

rH 

1 

<M 

05 

1 

i 

1 

I 

Zl 

under 
1 year 

1 

1 

rH 

CO 

1 

1 

05 

Total 
all  ages 

! 

! 23 

! 

1 

CO 

to 

CO 

CO 

eg 

981 

Disease 



Scarlet  Fever  

s 

Diphtheria  

Measles  | 

i 

Whooping  Cough  j 

_l 

Ac.  Primary  Pneumonia  j 

Ac.  Influenzal  Pneumonia' 

— i 

Erysilepas  

— i 

Totals  j 

i 

( 


6 


i 


Admissions  of  Infectious  Disease  to  Hospital:  Scarlet,  18;  Diphtheria,  3;  Pneumonia, 


Laboratory  examinations:  Diphtheria  swabs,  46;  scarlet 
fever  swabs,  1 ; faeces,  1 ; vaginal  smears,  3 ; sputum,  1 ; blood 
count,  1 ; Wassermann  reaction,  2 ; Rh.  factor,  1. 

Immunisation. — Diphtheria  is  the  only  disease  for  which 
immunisation  is  provided,  the  material  used  being  alum  precipi- 
tated toxoid  given  in  two  doses.  The  advantages  of  immunisa- 
tion are  continually  brought  before  the  public  by  circular  letters 
with  regard  to  children  of  school  age  and  by  birthday  letters  to 
mothers  of  pre-school  age  children.  Regular  immunisation  is 
done  at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  special  sessions  are  held  in 
schools  as  occasion  arises  after  the  circulars  have  been  sent  out. 
During  the  year,  16  per  cent,  of  the  pre-school  age  children  and 
3.2  per  cent,  of  school  age  children  have  been  immunised,  and 
20  per  cent,  of  the  latter  have  had  a reinforcing  dose.  It  is 
estimated  that  approximately  70  per  cent,  of  children  under  15 
years  of  age  have  had  at  some  time  during  the  past  five  years 
received  an  immunising  dose  of  A.P.T. 


Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

The  Ashton-in-Makerfield  U.D.C.  is  an  autonomous  authority 
for  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  services.  There  have  been  no 
changes  in  the  arrangements.  The  work  of  the  Ante-natal  clinic 
is  expanding  and  many  women  are  taking  advantage  of  the 
facilities  provided;  the  total  number  of  attendances  was  1,130. 
A specialist  Ante-natal  clinic  is  working  well  under  Mr.  J. 
Hamilton,  F.R.C.S.,  of  Rodney  Street,  Liverpool,  to  whom 
abnormal  cases  are  also  referred.  There  is  no  Post-natal  clinic 
as  such,  but  eight  women  were  examined  with  a total  of  16 
attendances.  There  were  5,283  attendances  at  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre.  There  is  an  arrangement  with  Billinge  Hospital,  Orrell, 
near  Wigan,  for  the  reception  of  Maternity  cases.  There  are  no 
specific  arrangements  for  dealing  with  infants  but  Billinge 
Hospital  and  Wigan  Infirmary  will  accept  cases  and  no  difficulty 
has  arisen  in  the  past  on  this  point.  There  are  no  “ flying- 
squads  ” and  there  is  no  Home  Help  service;  one  domestic  worker 
will  undertake  such  work  by  arrangement  through  the  Plealth 
Visitor  but  payment  is  a matter  of  arrangement  between  the 
patient  and  the  domestic  worker. 

Milk  and  food  for  expectant  and  nursing  mothers  is  supplied 
free  or  at  cheap  rates,  but  only  to  such  women  that  attend  the 
Ante-natal  clinic  or  Infant  Welfare  Centre,  so  that  a check  is 
kept  on  the  amount,  the  need  for  and  the  kind  of  food  given. 
Both  Dental  and  Orthopaeidc  treatment  for  children  under  five 
years  are  available  by  arrangement  with  the  Lancashire  County 
Council.  Arrangements  for  dealing  with  Puerperal  Pyrexia 
Regulations  are  made  with  the  Ante-natal  specialist,  Wigan 
Infirmary  laboratory  and  Billinge  Hospital;  no  nurses  are 
provided. 
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Confinements  in  hospital,  120;  i.e.,  34  for  ovrecrowding  in 
the  home,  34  for  abnormalities,  and  52  mothers  made  their  own 
arrangements  with  the  hospital. 

Premature  babies,  less  than  54  lbs.  birth  weight:  18  born 
during  the  year ; 10  of  the  births  took  place  in  hospital,  and  17  of 
the  babies  are  progressing  well  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Special  Clinics:  four  children  were  referred  to  the  Ortho- 
paedic clinic  and  six  to  the  Ophthalmic  clinic. 

Child  Life  Protection. — There  are  two  “ boarded  out  ” 
children  in  the  District;  both  are  happy  and  comfortable  and  are 
regularly  visited  by  their  own  parents. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

As  regards  the  various  Acts  and  Orders  relating  to  Milk  and 
Dairies,  inspection  is  carried  out  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
and  the  two  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Samples  are  regularly  sub- 
mitted for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  and  to  check  the  efficiency 
of  pasteurisation;  Thirty-six  samples  for  Tubercle  test  were 
submitted  and  34  were  negative  for  the  presence  of  the  Tubercle 
bacillus.  Fifteen  samples  for  pasteurisation  efficiency  showed 
that  seven  were  satisfactory.  Thirteen  samples  were  submitted 
for  the  Methylene  blue  test  and  12  were  satisfactory. 

Dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk  shops  are  periodically  inspected 
twice  a year.  Their  condition  is  good  generally.  There  are  33 
dairy  farms  in  the  District  and  seven  dairymen  or  purveyors  of 
milk  other  than  cowkeepers.  One  hundred  and  fifty-one  inspec- 
tions were  made  during  the  year.  There  is  no  public  slaughter- 
house but  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  is  regularly  carried 
out.  A general  supervision  is  maintained  of  places  for  the 
preparation  and  for  the  sale  of  food,  including  canteens  at  the 
collieries.  The  importance  of  scrupulous  cleanliness  in  the 
preparation  of  food,  not  only  in  public  restaurants  and  canteens, 
but  also  in  the  home,  cannot  be  overstressed.  There  have  been 
no  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  in  this  District.  The  administra- 
tion of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council. 


Housing. 

The  Council  is  among  the  first  in  the  County  with  regard  to 
progress  in  housing  construction.  On  the  North  Ashton  (West 
Ward)  site,  230  houses  will  be  erected  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
50  had  been  completed.  The  houses  are  two  and  three  bedroom 
type,  non-parlour,  and  also  three  and  four  bedroom  type  with 
parlour.  They  have  built-in  cupboards,  hot  water  radiators  and 
refrigerators.  Approval  for  a site  of  approximately  26  acres  at 
Bryn  Station  has  been  obtained  and  two  further  sites,  one  at 
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Landgate  in  North  Ward,  and  another  in  Bolton  Road,  East  Ward, 
are  contemplated  but  approval  has  not  yet  been  obtained;  there 
is  conflict  with  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Authority  but 
these  sites  are  healthy  and  convenient  and  their  acquisition 
should  be  pressed.  No  prefabricated  houses  have  been  erected 
but  an  energetic  policy  of  permanent  housing  construction  pur- 
sued. Overcrowding  remains  considerable  in  the  town  and  will 
not  be  materially  diminished  until  the  housing  schemes  are  much 
further  advanced.  Mining  subsidence  is  active  and  several  houses 
have  had  to  be  demolished  on  account  of  it.  All  the  houses  in 
the  town  have  an  adequate  internal  water  supply  . No  action 
has  been  taken  in  regard  to  clearance  and  improvement  areas  but 
the  housing  programme  now  in  progress  is  considered  adequate 
to  deal  with  the  population  as  no  important  changes  in  population 
have  taken  place  or  are  expected  in  the  future. 

I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  staff  of  the  Public 
Health  and  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Departments  for  their 
help  and  also  to  the  members  of  the  Council  and  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Committee  for  the  co-operation  and  encouragement 
in  the  work  of  these  two  departments. 

Yours  faithfully, 

G.  A.  FULTON. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  SANITARY 

INSPECTOR 

1946 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Ashton-in-Makerfield. 

March,  1947. 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the 

Ashton-in-Makerfield  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting-  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  ending  31st  December,  1946. 


Throughout  the  year  building  materials  and  labour  have 
been  in  short  supply  and  in  consequence  maintenance  and  repairs 
to  property  have  fallen  short  of  requirements,  as  it  has  only 
been  practicable  to  deal  with  work  of  an  essential  character. 
As  a result  of  these  conditions  compliance  with  notices  has  been 
delayed,  which  has  necessitated  additional  visiting,  correspond- 
enc  and  interviews  with  owners  and  tradesmen  to  get  work 
carried  out,  and  until  a more  generous  and  quicker  supply  of 
materials  is  forthcoming  for  repair  work  it  will  be  impossible  to 
keep  pace  with  requirements. 


Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections. 


Houses  and  premises  visited  re  nuisances  and  complaints 

Nuisances  discovered 

Nuisances  abated  

Revisits  to  nuisances  

Visits  re  infectious  disease  

Re-visits  to  infectious  disease  

Visits  to  premises  where  food  is  prepared  or  exposed  for 
sale  

Visits  to  bakehouses  

Visits  to  factories  

Visits  to  cowsheds  and  dairies 

Visits  to  shops  

Other  visits  

Notices  served  (preliminary)  

Notices  served  (statutory)  

Letters  sent  


1,002 

1,270 

1,195 

2,326 

53 

24 


346 

68 

105 

151 

131 

369 

415 

50 

228 
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Description  of  Nuisances  dealt  with. 

Defective  and  damp  walls 144 

„ roofs  124 

„ eaves  and  downspouts  109 

„ floors  53 

„ slopstones  24 

„ wastepipes  21 

„ plasterwork  156 

, windows  and  doors  162 

„ staircases  ... 15 

„ paving-  in  yards  and  passages  11 

„ chimneys  and  stacks  36 

„ setting  around  gullies  14 

* „ firegrates  65 

„ washing  boilers  28 

„ W.C.  cisterns  2 

„ W.C.  basins  3 

„ W.C.  supply  pipes 18 

„ closets  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  seats)  35 

„ ashpits  (roofs,  floors,  doors  and  walls)  18 

„ pail  places  and  doors  38 

Ashpits  abolished  14 

Dustbins  provided  41 

Overcrowding  12 

Houses  or  parts  requiring  cleansing  10 

Inadequate  water  supply  2 

Want  of  eaves  and  downspouts 1 

Factories  requiring  lime  washing 5 

Accumulation  of  refuse  5 

Choked  drains  60 

Cowsheds  requiring  limewashing  15 

Cowsheds  with  insufficient  light  and  ventilation  3 

Miscellaneous  26 

Housing. 

During  the  year  building  commenced  on  the  first  100  houses 
on  the  Council’s  Rectory  Road  site  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Surveyor,  and  at  the  31st  December  50  houses  had  been  com- 
pleted and  occupied.  Since  then  severe  weather  conditions  have 
been  prevailing  and  this  has  interfered  with  the  work,  but  it  is 
hoped  to  have  the  remaining  50  completed  in  the  near  future. 

In  addition  to  the  above  16  privately  owned  houses  were 
built. 

There  are  at  present  15  houses  in  clearance  areas  and  six 
individual  unfit  houses  occupied  which  were  scheduled  for  demoli- 
tion at  the  beginning  of  the  war  and  a number  of  others  reported 
to  the  Committee  requiring  to  be  dealt  with.  These  houses  have 
so  deteriorated  during  the  ensuing  years  that  early  demolition 
is  very  necessary. 
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Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year. 

(i)  By  the  Local  Authority  50 

(ii)  By  other  Local  Authorities Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  16 

Housing. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year: — 

(a)  Total  (including  number  given  separately  under  (b)  — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  50 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  16 

(b)  With  Slate  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts — 

(i)  By  the  local  authority  (included  under  (a) 

(i)  above)  50 

(ii)  By  other  bodies  (included  under  (a)  (iii) 

above)  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspcted  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  663 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1522 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  housing  Consolidated 
Regulations  1925  and  1932  24 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  24 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  390 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 

notice: — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  340 

3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 — 
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(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  flealth  Acts : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  50 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal — 
notice — 

(b)  By  locau  authority  in  default  of  owners  Nil 
(a)  By  owners... 50 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936 : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  Nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 
1936:— 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made  Nil 

ground  rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1946- — Part  IV— Overcrowding: — 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  138 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  233 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1403 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  12 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  29 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  168 
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Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  two  owners  in  respect 
of  six  permises.  In  one  case  an  order  was  made  for  the  work 
to  be  carried  out  in  56  days  and  costs  and  advocate’s  fee  amount- 
ing to  £4  Is.  Od.  were  allowed.  In  the  second  case  an  order  was 
made  to  abate  the  nuisance  in  28  days.  Costs  and  advocate’s 
fee  amounting  to  £6  Os.  Od.  were  allowed. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

This  Act  prohibits  the  slaughtering  of  animals  in  slaughter- 
houses except  by  licensed  slaughtermen  and  requires  animals  to 
be  stunned  with  a mechanically  operated  instrument  before 
slaughter. 

Two  applications  were  submitted  for  renewal  of  licence  and 
in  each  case  the  licence  was  renewed. 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

The  war-time  measure  of  centralised  slaughtering  is  still 
in  operation  and  is  carried  on  outside  this  district,  the  meat 
afterwards  being  transported  and  delivered  to  the  local  shops. 

During  the  year  butchers’  shops  and  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  received  346  visits  and  on  the  whole 
are  satisfactorily  kept  and  give  little  cause  for  complaint. 

Occasional  slaughter  of  pigs  is  carried  out  and  the  number 
killed  and  examined  is  as  follows: — 


No.  found  to  be  Otherwise 

No.  slaughtered  affected  with  Tuberculosis  % affected  affected 

147  10  6.8  Nil 


Food  Condemned. 

Tuberculosis  carcases  or  parts  206  lbs. 

Lambs’  livers  60  „ 

Pork  sausage  meat  2 „ 

Chopped  ham  and  luncheon  meat  2 „ 

Ox  tongue  24  „ 

Lambs’  tongue  1 „ 

Bacon  10  „ 

Butter  and  Margarine  78  „ 

Cheese  10  „ 

Green  peas  75  „ 

Biscuits  60  „ 

Rabbits  99  „ 

Kippers  56  „ 
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Stewed  steak  16  tins 

Canned  fish  40  „ 

Canned  fruit  and  vegetables  6 „ 

Condensed  milk  137  „ 

Marmalade  and  jam  3 „ 

Canned  soup  6 „ 

Canned  peas  22  „ 

Canned  beans  16  „ 

Eggs  120 


Milk  and  Dairies  Acts. 

The  number  of  milk  producers  and  retail  purveyors  on  the 


register  at  31st  December,  1946,  is  as  follows: — 

Milk  producers 33 

Retail  purveyors  7 

Retail  purveyors  from  outside  the  district  3 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders. 

No.  of  producers  of  “Accredited”  milk  2 

No  of  licences  issued  in  respect  of  Pasteurising  plants  1 
No.  of  licences  issued  to  retailers  of  Pasteurised  milk  3 


During  the  year  151  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises 
and  in  spite  of  difficulties  due  to  shortage  of  labour,  conditions 
were  found  generally  satisfactory.  The  general  standard  of  the 
cowsheds  is  fairly  good  and  improvements  in  one  instance  have 
been  carried  out  by  raising  part  of  the  walls  and  ceiling  resulting 
in  additional  air  space,  light  and  ventilation. 

Satisfactory  improvements  have  been  made  in  connection 
with  one  dairy  and  in  another  case  an  excellent  dairy  provided 
with  modern  equipment  has  replaced  the  old  one. 

Milk  Sampling. 

Samples  were  taken  and  forwarded  to  the  Pathological 
Department,  Royal  Albert  Edward  Infirmary,  Wigan,  for 
examination  for  Tubercle  Bacilli  and  for  the  Phosphatase  and 
Methylene  Blue  Tests  and  below  are  the  results  of  the  examina- 


tions : — 

No.  of  samples  taken  for  T.B 36 

„ „ negative  34 

„ „ positive  2 

„ „ taken  for  Phosphatase  Test  15 

„ „ satisfactory  7 

„ „ unsatisfactory  .' 8 

„ „ taken  for  Methylene  Blue  Test  13 

„ „ satisfactory  12 

„ „ unsatisfactory  1 
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Petroleum  (Regulation)  Acts. 

Investigations  were  made  into  five  new  cases  regarding 
applications  for  a licence  to  store  petroleum  spirit. 

In  each  case  a licence  was  granted. 

The  number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year  is  50,  the 
fees  collected  for  these  licences  amounting  to  £28. 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out  by 
the  Council  workmen,  motors  and  horse  vehicles  being  employed. 

Rough  dry  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  filling  up  low  lying  land 
whilst  wet  refuse  is  taken  to  the  depot,  mixed  with  fine  ashes 
and  sold  to  farmers. 

The  amount  of  refuse  removed  during  the  year  was  6,334 
loads  of  dry  refuse  and  5,588  loads  of  wet  refuse. 

There  are  still  approximately  2,730  pail  closets  and  2,226 
dry  ashpits  in  the  district.  During  the  year  30  pail  closets  have 
been  converted  and  11  demolished,  making  a reduction  of  41  pail 
closets  for  the  year.  Fourteen  dry  ashpits  have  been  replaced 
with  21  movable  receptacles. 

Conversion  of  pail  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system  is 
far  from  satisfactory  as  only  individual  closets  have  been  dealt 
with  during  the  year.  These  are  widely  separated  and  have  no 
appreciable  effect  on  the  obsolete  scavenging  system.  Work  in 
connection  with  the  laying  of  a new  sewer  for  the  Princess  Road 
area  has  been  commenced  and  the  suggestion  I made  last  May 
for  the  conversion  of  110  pail  closets  in  this  area  was  approved 
by  the  Council  in  July,  but  as  a result  of  a letter  received  from 
the  Ministry  of  Health  nothing  has  been  done  in  the  matter. 

Salvage. 

The  collection  of  waste  material  is  carried  out  daily  by  the 
workmen  in  the  Sanitry  Department  and  in  addition  one  day  per 
week  is  allotted  for  special  collection  by  our  motor  wagon. 
During  the  year  the  under-mentioned  waste  material  has  been 
collected  and  disposed  of: — 

Tons  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 

Waste  paper  63  6 0 0 

Rags  and  sacking  — 8 2 0 

Household  bones  6 16  9 12 

Kitchen  waste  126  18  0 0 

The  value  of  this  material  is  £630  10s.  6d. 

In  addition  67  tons  of  pig  food  has  been  bought  from  the 
Wigan  Corporation  Cleansing  Department  and  sold  to  pig  keepers 
in  this  district. 

The  amount  received  from  the  sales  is  £38  11s.  lid. 
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Factories  Act. 

Number  of  Factories  on  Register — 

Written 

Inspections  Notices  Prosecutions 
No.  with  mechanical  power  ...  109  1 Nil 

No.  without  mechanical  power  64  Nil  Nil 


173  1 


Defects  found. 

Found  Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  5 5 

Other  nuisances  3 3 

8 8 

Registered  Premises. 

Dressmakers  and  milliners  14 

Bakers  and  confectioners  26 

Plumbers  2 

Joiners  and  builders  8 

Shoeing  smiths  1 

Wheelwrights  1 

Saddlers  1 

Motor  and  cycle  repairs  11 

Lock  and  hinge  manufacturers  3 

Laundries  1 

Printers  1 

Cabinet  makers  2 

Mineral  water  manufacturers  and  bottlers  2 

Ice  cream  manufacturers  2 

Sausage  makers  6 

Tea  preparing  and  packing  1 

Sweet  packing  1 

Electricity  generating 1 

Cotton  weavers  and  manufacturers  1 

Boot,  shoe  and  clog  repairers 15 

Gasworks  1 

Electricians  1 

Saw  mills  6 

Contractors  V 1 

Air  compressors  1 

Demolition  contractors  1 

Monumental  masons  1 

Agricultural  machinery  repairs  1 
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Other  Matters. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  Nil 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  1 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  II.M.  Inspector  1 
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Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Leigh  Joint  Hospital  Board  cases 
of  infectious  disease  are  now  removed  and  treated  at  Astley 
Sanatorium. 

All  cases  are  investigated  and  recorded  and  rooms  and 
bedding  are  fumigated  after  removal  of  the  case  to  hospital  or 
when  the  patient  is  certified  free  from  infection.  Steam  disin- 
fection is  available  at  the  hospital,  Bryn  Road,  when  required. 


No.  of  visits  to  premises  re  infectious  diseases 77 

No.  of  rooms  disinfected  50 

No.  of  articles  disinfected  70 


Shops  Acts. 

During  the  year  131  visits  and  observations  were  made  in 
connection  with  business  premises.  In  a few  instances  attention 
had  to  be  drawn  to  the  requirements  of  the  Acts  regarding  the 
exhibiting  of  notices  and  forms. 

These  matters  subsequently  received  attention. 

Rodent  Control. 

During  the  year  two  treatments  were  carried  out  in  sewer 
manholes  and  surface  treatments  were  carried  out  periodically 
at  the  sewerage  works  and  refuse  tips. 

A complete  survey  under  the  private  dwelling  houses  scheme 
was  undertaken.  This  entailed  much  time  in  enquiries  and 
inspections  and  the  result  disclosed  30  minor  infestations. 
These  were  treated  by  poisoning  with  zinc  phosphide  and  sausage 
rusk. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adulteration)  Act,  1938. 


The  County  Council  is  the  authority  for  the  administration 
of  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act,  and  the  following  information 
has  been  supplied  by  the  County  Council  Medical  Officer  of 
Health’s  Department  regarding  samples  taken  in  this  district 
during  the  year  1946  and  submitted  for  analysis. 


Description  of 
Sample 

Aspirin  

Mustard  Compound 
Self-raising  Flour  .. 


No.  of  Samples 
taken 
3 

3 

4 


Of  18  milk  samples  taken,  one  was  found  to  be  adulterated 
but  a prosecution  was  not  recommended. 


Of  10  samples  of  other  goods,  one  Self-raising  flour  was 
certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be  adulterated  but  a further 
sample  from  the  same  source  was  found  to  be  genuine. 


Yours  faithfully, 

T.  WHITTER, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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HEALTH  VISITOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT,  1946 


Births  Notified. 


Live  Births  .... 

...  321 

Doctors  

....  64 

Still  Births  .... 

12 

Midwives  

....  149 

• 

Hospital 

120 

333 

333 

Home  Visits. 


Primary  325 

Under  1 year 797 

1 to  5 years  1263 

Special  410 

Measles  21 

Whooping  Cough  35 

Foster  Children  14 

Visits  to  Midwives  23 

Ante-natal  Visits  382 

Infant  Mortality  12 


3282 


Visits  to  Nursery:  16. 


Infant  Welfare  Centre. 


Baths  Hall 

Garswood 

No.  of  times  open 

48 

25 

Attendances  

4658 

625 

New  members  

224 

36 

Ante-natal  Clinic. 

Baths  Hall 

No.  of  times  open  

46 

Attendances  

1130 

* 

New  members  

238 

Confinements  in  Hospital. 

120  Mothers  went  into  hospital  for  confinement  for  the 
following  reasons : — 


Own  Arrangements  52 

Abnormalities  34 

Overcrowding  or  lack  of  domestic  help  34 


Total  120 
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Premature  Babies  under  5]lbs. 

Born  at  Home.  Born  in  Hospital.  Total. 

8 10  18 

17  of  these  babies  are  making  good  progress  up  to  date. 

Child  Life  Protection. 

There  are  two  “ boarded-out  ” children  in  the  district ; both 
are  in  good  homes,  they  are  happy  and  comfortable  and  are 
regularly  visited  by  their  own  parents. 

Children  referred  to  the  Lancashire  County  Special  Clinics. 

Orthopaedic:  4.  Eye  Clinic:  6. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Under  1 year.  Total:  13. 

Ages — 

Under  24  hrs  2 wks.  1 mth.  3 mths.  6 mths.  9 mths.  12  mths.  Total 


4 223  1 1_13 

Cause  of  Death. 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malformations  6 

Broncho  Pneumonia  3 

Marasmus  2 

Lack  of  attention  at  Birth  (Infanticide)  1 

Acute  Otitis  Media  1 

Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

No.  of  children  immunised,  1 — 4 years  240 

No.  of  children  immunised,  5 — 14  years  80 

No.  of  children  “ Boosted  ” 796 

Sessions  held  in  Schools 20 

No.  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  under  15  years  3 

No.  of  these  known  to  have  been  immunised Nil 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diphtheria  Nil 


Scabies. 

Cases  notified : 18. 

Treated  at  the  Hospital : Adults,  22 ; Children,  33. 

Dried  Milk  Sold. 

£1303  17s.  9d.  Free  Issues:  £15  9s.  4d. 

Thanks  are  due  to  the  ladies  of  the  Committee  for  their  help 
and  attendance  at  the  Welfare  Centres. 

C.  E.  SHERMAN, 

Health  Visitor. 
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